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"The Fon * compoſed 8 
were the Count UE Bernis, who by the intereſt” of 


Madam de Pompadour, is arrived at the prime mi- 
niſtry, to the no ſmall regret of Belleifle, who is 


truly a Patriot. Belleiſſe, is ſupported by the fa- 
vour of the King againſt the too prevailing influ- 
ene of the chief ſultinn, who By being cateur Yo 
Louis the well beloved, in the departthent of fove 
affairs, ſtill maintains her power, though ſhe has 
long loſt the King's perſonal a aonareh 
ſtill looking out for freſh. beauties, whil the as con- 
ſtantly applies herſelf in procuring 1 e who | 
know any thing of France, muſt” a 5 knoys, that 
ſhe has by no means the poſſeſſion of the king” s heatt, 9 
which ſhe has long ſince cloyed, farther oy as ſhe 
is the moſt convenient tool, and the-apreſt inſtru- 
ment in purchaſing for him thoſe ſeveral women 
which have mutually ſtrove. to keep him each to 
herſelf. Thus, * as he is, and grown 


government, to the eat diſcontent of his faithful 
ſubjects, whoſe ge never reach his ears, but 
by the medium of Belleifle's ſincerity and 5 

| tots Royal Perca 4 A GEE a 


'Belleiſle, being thus ſupported by his Maſter, does 8 


ul that is in his power 56” ſupport Cbntallts,” v om 8 
the intfigues of che oppoſite donſederacy, in tho per- 


ns of Pompadour, her frvourites Bernis and -Rich- | - 


eu are carried: on tor ruin boch, in the eſteem of 
"the people and this King When Contades was de- 


= ae 4 of of * 4 


k, 95 J. N | 

5 e ec en y bu as ſo many other been 
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5 was conveyed to the cars of the King; as every body 

| avoided being the firſt vehicle of ſuch an ill piece of 
news ; and when it was reported | to him, it is affirn- 
ed by many, that the King was ſtruck with ſilencs 


and diſmay; upon which he kept himſelf reſerved . 


and retired from all, except thoſe of his dwn ſeraglio, 

eſpecially the young and beautiful Mademoiſelle de 
Vernier daughter of - colonel Vernier, of the gens 
d arms. It was ſome time bofore he cared to think of 
this terrible event, much leſs to ſpeak of it; and 
when he did, it was to Belleiſle and Pompadour, 
whom he deſired to confer with Bernis and Richlieu, 
upon that, and the other bad reports of his affairs, 
„ arrived. from Ame — the ow 


* 


5 * 
LI IF" l 


1 was upon a firong 3 made 5 8 
merchants, that he ordered this laſt conference to be 
held at the apartments of Madam de Pompadour, * 
the ſame time expreſſing an unuſual giſtruſt of the 
: fervency of his councils, or in the maladroit of thoſe 
who were to put them in execution. He deſired that 
Belleiſle, in concert with the Count de Bernis, Rich- 
; lieu, and Pompadour, ſhould make a ftrict ſerutiny 
into the conduct of Contades, whom Belleiſle was over- 
willing to juſtify, as the others were to condemn : 
The King left the addreſs of this affair to the direc- 
 tjon of Belleiſle, and to his known fidelity and attach- 
ROMs 0 the marſhal accordingly made the above 
"Shad: C 


5 den 3 
Per ring eee i with His Majetth 180 5 >: te, nc 
accordingiy met under tHE pfeten e of Jen Tefpfit, 
or private collation. But the meeting of füch 'perfohs” 

of diltinction, though concerted i in the moſt ſecret. 
- manner, could not clcape ghe penetration öf the pub- 
lic and A curious, ever watchful i n tires of . 
mit ya or, Fhagrin, to attend to every! lcd motion of f 


mar at 5h head of a affairs: But ut 


is rrp of Th between known 127 mveterate ene- 
nies ; long. in oppoſition, Ang? at continual variance in 
h other c and tirning each 


ather out of th icir maſter J favour. k 
% Of 91 . tory Sit edt 


8. 


2 * am 


& ſeemed proper. 7 this müde difplay 
of the character of theſe 2 perſonages, with their 
: ſeparate views and inter „ incomipatible with' the 
 - nature of feſtivity or adap which could not be 
ſuppoſed to ſubſiſt between a known patriot and th 
caballers. But we muſt not omit mentioning the | per- 
ſonal defects of two. of the party; N being al- 
moſt blind, and Belleiſſ deaf 8 à beatle, which c= 
caſioned the popular anecdote, and mc the people 
to ſay, that the French miniſtry culd neither bear 
nor Se. Therefore to ſupply Belleiſle's s defect, in point 
of hearing, the other three uſually write their ſenti- 
ments for the inſpection of Belleiſie, as no ning 
HYPE. could reach 12 . omg nerve. | 
"Marſhal de. Belleiſle opened this great done | 
telling them, that | he waited on them by his Majef 
ty's, commands to conſult with perſons, who were 


much i in is or YE — and whom he 
HIS. „ NE 


— 


L * 1 

bad o 0 bighly-hegioured with tht a a 
his eſteem- and , favour ;” that, for his own part, he 
could not: forbear teſtifying his acknowledgments to 
the King, in having received thoſe commands which 
he then had the honour ta deliver, and of being unit - 
ed with perſons ſo well attached to the intereſts, of, 
his maſter, whoſe concern he acquainted them was in- 
 expreſiible,. at having heard ſo many accounts of his 
' miſcarriages, he would not ſay miſconduct in the af. 
fairs of the nation, which tended to diſgrace the ho- 
nour and dignity of the crown of France, to give their 
enemies matter of triumph and exultation; that ſome-, 
thing ſhould be done, and that quickly, to depreſs, | 
the inſolence of an inſolent and ſucceſsful enemy, who, | 
had availed themſelves of either the iniquity, or miſ⸗ 
takes of adminiſtration; which as it was neceſſarily 
ſubordinate, and therefore: liable to paſs through the, 
hands of many, was like the circulation of money, 
fabject ta corruption, frauds or embezzlement; and 
like the tide, prone to obey its ebb and flow: that as 
his Majeſty had honoured himſelf with the depart 
ment of war in moſt of its branches; eſpecially thoſe, 
relative: to Great-Britam, .. and Flanders; he had me- | 
ditated the conqueſt of Hanover in the firſt place, and, 
had employed: an experienced general of known fide- _ 
_  lityand known. courage: that the plans of operati on, 
which he: had furniſhed him with, were ſuch, as, in 
his opinion, after mature deliberation, were likely to 
bid fair for ſticceſs; and, that though the laſt affair 
| ended in a defeat of Contades, yet that it muſt be 

_ confeſſed; that a formen manceuvre had ſueceeded, even 
to the apparent deſtruction of the allies that he had 
commanded. him to attack: Prince: Ferdinand in his laſt 


e * means, anch the moſt pro. 
fitavle 


xy 
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Stable meaſare to defeat that . befois ba had 
time to breathe, or recoollect himſelf, after the firſt 
overthrow; but that notwithſtanding the fair and co-- 
Jumable diſpoſitions which were made for the render- 
ing that attack ſucceſsful, it by ſome pres out 


contrary to his moſt ee e nne 


- Here he was jnterrtipted by Richlieu, hs BY, 
ae Contades, that he was ſuperior in foree to the 


allies; that his troops were fluſhed and ſpirited with 
their former victory; and therefore the more likely 


ro conquer a diſpirited, defeated, and retiring army; 
that the Britiſh Cavalry had no hand in the; action, 


1 


which took off part of that inferior force, which be 


was to oppoſe, by which he was repulſed; that he 
inſiſted upon it, as he all along had done; that it was 
nn ſupererogatory ſtep by any means to attack Ferdi- 
nand, when it muſt be confeſſed in defeating him at 
firſt, he had neither time nor. criſis on his ſide; 
that he might and ought to have turned his . 
ons to ſome other courſe, and more wiſely directed 
them in ſome other channel, for the glory of the 
French arms, and the honour of the houſe of Bour-: 
bon; that the ſuperiority: of force was no ſufficient 
argument to warrant the meaſure of an immediate 
and ſubſequent attack; and that if it was admitted . ' 
tobe ſo, yet the ſuperiority was not fo great on the fide, 
of Contades tojuſtify his conduct; that if the Britiſh' 


Cavalry did not engage, that was more than Contades 


N ; eapld deviſe or ſuppoſe; that that inciflent was purely | 
owing to a miſunderſtanding in the delivering of or- 
ders, of which Contades could know nothing; that 
por ought he ſContades] knew, the Engliſh: troops 
night as well haye fought as Rand flill; wand to ſum 
0 
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| apts whole; that it was his [Ricklied's] opinion; t this 
it Was not always a ſafe maxim in war to attack the 


 deſperatey which often tended: to make them more 
ſo, and ſtrictly render them brave; Aan inexperience = 


£ 3 proved as often victorious, which appeared 


to be the caſe of Ferdinand's troops, to the utter diſ · 
grace of is competitot, and to the diſcredit of the 


French arms, the dignity. of the houſe of Bourbon, and 


che military glory of the nation; that he was not ſo 
Vain or preſumptuous to pique himſelf by ſpeaking of 


his conduct in Hanover, when he made the ſubjects of 
Nhat electorate lay down their arms, laid it under heavy 


Contributions, and waſted the territory with fire and 


* e 


ſword; that he ſcorned to ſpeak of his ſucceſs at Mi 
norca, or indeed r A in arms nn ſuch | 


” 
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| This 3 . to Belleiſls i in ene . | 
when he had Peruſed, he remained ſilent with indig - . 


nation; and then applying himſelf to the Count de 


Bernie, ſaid, Is this fair argument? Who can argue 
with ſo ſtrange a ſophiſter? Or, Who can fight - 


gainſt the Lord of hoſts? Who can inſure victory ? 


Or maintain it when acquired? But I have done. 


Y ou;hate Contades, becauſe. I reconimended him to 


that ſervice | buy  Marſhal-Richlien ſhould remem- 


at D. Eſtrees paved the way to his ſucceſles in 


5 Hanover, formed the qutlines of conqueſt, and ap- 
proached to; the very gates of triumph, hen he was 


ſuperſeded, only that another might reap the harveſt 


- which D Eſtrees had ſown, and pluck- thoſe 8 


which were Juft _ to crown Ws Nags hy 
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"_ 93 Bernis Bad not interpoltd;/ by- FORTY 


That theſe diſputes would not be for the ſervice of the 
| == or the people; that they were ndt: tor bear the 
_ bandages of old wounds, i but to heal new; ones # not. 


much to condemn, or vindicate paſt meaſures, as to 
frame the neceſſary ſteps for preventing the Jike miſ- 
carriages. And he was ſeconded in this interpdlation bj 
Madam de Pompadour, who! ſaid that Contades Was 


_ grown odious to the people; that they Sir 


ed of his being appointed for ſo important a; 
and that it was her humble opinion; with ee ö 


her ſuperiors in ſex, knowledge and diſtinction, that = 
if the Marſhal de Richlieu (though he were preſent, 


| ſhe would be bold to fay it) was deſtined feithat ſer- 


vice, the affairs of France would have thkencanother | 
turn; a turn productive of that ſucceſs, which the king, 1 


2 on n pete had reaſon to expect 


47 1190.01 baioy jab gov eff 


i fm 


- The How de Bernis, on! her declining to lay any 


8 more, threw out many inſinuations: on unſuceſeful 


generals, on well-concerted diſpoſitions, and the non- 
execution of them; and ſeemed to imply; that he 
ne Mahale and Cantades anſwerable for them. 
in {&IFfTISL 11 10 
| He theb FR from the War in Flanders ito le 
ahi in Ametich, - which he fad were far from being 
followed according to the plans of operation laid dom 
For their ſuoceſs; and inſiſted from theſt tũ /o otives, 


Cauſes, or ſourcęs, did ariſe and ſpriig yar 
fountain, the diſmal . a enſued hounds 


tunate WITS Bes .nwoFt => Ad 1: 
1 1228 * 4 ee 015 '$ 1 vi. n fur avs ff51 14 775 


- Howe Madam te Pompadour took him up, Warn- 


ing] him to recollect ber be had juſt before #dviiiced, | 
| concerning 


8 + 2 determining ſuch remote and | 


CT Man | 
trieving thoſe misfortunes, we wi 


«diftant affalfs, as, at preſent, appeared to her foreign | 


; 


| to'the' bufnefs in Tat and room batten as to all 


8 2111935 ery n Bas 
© Aa dn 1 hin her Ci ones __ 
Yes them all back from ſuch conſiderations, little con- 


nectel with the preſent deſign, and humbly wiſned 
that they buld take into their immediate inſpection 
the more iinportant concerns at home, particularl7 

chat of the'fihances, which; to her knowledge, were, 
if:010t quite exhauſted, - vieatly impoveriſhed;' to re- 


cruit which the deſign of an effectual invaſion was 
laid, plantied, tand ready for the Coup de Main; and, 
in expectation of Which, all France was filled with 


uncommon hopes: That the laying aſide, and aban- 


daning ſo glorious a proſpect, ſeemed the rather to 


glam their profent attention, than any other more re- 
mote concern; ſince tlie people, for ſome time; and 
ſior certain reaſons, had lauglied at 00 11 a 1 
| bd e d we dne geg e 
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All this dus written wit for Beleile, kane OR 5 
ſome emotion, anſwered: Tou are very ſenſible, Ma- 


dam, and you, 30 Saß, that 1 never warmly recom- 


thended this operation, farther than as 1 thought it 


night call hay the Bririſp forets, as it once did, "who 
were not it ſeems, to be taken in a Reonl® time. 
This was rather wiſhed for than reaſonably expected, 


and the moſt reaſonable laid no farther ſtreſs upon 
this ſuſtem, than” as r dee J W vile deri. 


5 nee * 11% J anf. 'o 


to 


{ns * . 
We employed our emiſſaries in Great · Britain; ae 
ſmall. expence, to amuſe the ſubjegs, of! that-ctowg - 


5 with the reality of chat deſign. Some, here preſem. 
did adviſe, that from a phantom, as: it was at firſt 


concerted, it might be carried into a real creation 


become ſubſtantial, and no longer be deemed a mere 


parade, The kingdom was not to be duped ide! 


never believedi it more than an artful ſpe 


miniſtry, to make a powerful diverkas Gee ſide of 
England, as before; and as the reigning ſyſtem thut, 


is againſt continental wars, and for littoral attacks a ſu 
was I, on the contrary for a' continental war, and:.a 


gainſt littoral attacks, eſpecially on à nation to whom 
we are inferior in naval force: yet ſtill ſhould I have 
been for ſpiritihg up the French nation with the * 1 
pearance, and diſpiriting England with the illuſion, ſo 
far as it was conſonant to practice, or the reaſon of 
things: But on the reduction of Guadalope, and theit 
other ſucceſſes in the Weſt-Indies, and on the forts 
of Frontenac, Du Queſne, Niagara, &. not to men- 
tion thoſe of Lodisburgh, Crowi-Point, and the pro- 
bability of taking Quebec, I thought, and told you 
my opinion, that it was high time to drop the farce, 
as it would bring on the French miniſtry the ridicule, 


both of the French and Engliſn nations, Who would 


equally laugh at thoſęe WhO adopted, or thoſe who ſe- 
conded fo impracticable an expedient; and though I 


wrote a ſanguinary letter to the Prince of Soubise, 


you well know that it was ſtill intended only as a 


bugbear, or a ſtalking horſe, to terrify ſome, and * 
muſe others. But what appears the moſt important 


ſcene of all, next to that of the King of Spain's death, 


was the defeat of Admiral de la Clue, an _ that 8 


is TTY +. 

ef ll others: tended at once to mamas and diſoncer 
Ae meaſures. 65 eee 
12 7" 5415 787 15 n r 7 
Fu Had Contades ee Ferdinand, 5 as la 
8 Clue eſcaped the vigilance of the Engliſh/ navy, we 


len indeed might, for ſome time longer, have kept 
the curtain down : but when th6ſe unlocked for cala- 


mities fell upon us all at; once, ſuddenly, and like an 
united ſtorm; ſurely then, in the eyes of diſcretion, 
and in the name ef wiſdom, it was high time for us to 
n a project in itſelf e vain and wies | 


Ls 
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8 anſwered: Bernis, . you are Kenſible, that i it was 
once ſeriouſly. premeditated, and as ſolemnly, entered 
into by the wiſeſt in the nation, and among them, by 
yourſelf. Sir, you were an advocate for i it; and at 
the board of war, when we firſt complained againſt 
the depredations of the Engliſh, who were at that 
time, taking our ſhipping, before a previous declara- 
tion of war, no man was more ſtrenuous more ſan- 
guine than yourſelf, in adopting the principle, the 
favourite principle of an invaſion on England, which 

you ſaid Was: a moſt ſalutary ſyſtem, and the only, beſt 

3 expedient. we had to draw England from her proper  - 

1 to her ee and her colonies | in North- | 


1 cannot, 1 ant not, rejoined Madam de Pomp 25 
dour, forget that memorable period; and I think I 
can refreſh. your, memories by, reminding you, that rp 
you had obſerved, that England had three objects - 
attention ; one of which was foreign and remote from 
> the iotereſts o e which was the Pretend- 


„ 


1 


r 
:, 1 


trieved their affairs by àn u 


ently practicable, and ar all times adviſable, would 
and muſt have ö and N raken' 


| PRce. 


29 ſummary way, I think that the whole French nation 


| N . El | 
ed slk on ahe continent af copay ian . 
preſerve, ſhe' would facrifice the other + rot iodke 


we could influence a 1 for that end. 
STE 2 29087 255 


The ont two wel Wen eee 
fangled miniſter Prrr Sew, through The deſign, 2 


broke it. My friend Richlieu executed one Plan, he 5 


took Minorca, which threw the Whole Britiſh naticti 


into an univerſal panick; as their affairs Were before 
in a deplorable ſituation, . by our having being bes 


fore-hand with them in North-Americk All things 
ſeemed on the brink of ruin when Prat was called 
upon as a ſaving angel; or a, guardian god; he re- 
eo mmon aſſicuity, rarely 
known among that mitiſtry. He ſtrengthened their 
navy, and by diſtracting us, and harraſſing our coafts; 
he foon changed hands. Afterwards Guadalope, 


3 Marigalante, and our nurſery of ſeamen; the Northerir 
Plantations, fell into the hands of England; end from 
h 8. winners we __ a 2 CE Yet.” 
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Se Was defcated on . wot Bina links of. : 


ſucceſs, as in a chain, depended] for had he conquer 


ed, the invaſion on England, in my opinion ſufflei- 


3 1 6 F<: 4 
4 ; { 


1 eyes of all Nute were bent on chat moſt 
important iſſue, and therefore, to recapitulate in a 


F 


is ultimately perſuaded, from all the rules of induc-" 
tion and ſynthetic proof, that Contades's defeat broke 


chat great operative * which comciding with the 
King 


X Is. 1 
| Kung of Sprin's deat 1,54 actidene-dighlyromlatiod . 
tg the intereſts of the line-of Bourbon, has been tha 
5 ſource, and the moſt . imediate, the heavieſt and moſt, ap- 
nme en | t miſeri of France . 
Sit i 16. how amt eil 01 * 0 Cl 0 vaub 85 
1 -'This:dpnoch of Pompadour's | e for, 
and peruſed by M. Belleifle, he, with a folemn air, 
not unbecoming his dignity, ſaid, Madam, though _. 
te honour and intereſts uf France Here hjhe 
was interrupted by an officer of the guards, who in- 
formed-the: company, colonel de la Cour, now waits 
ing below, was diſpstehed from the King with ſome 
meſſages of importance, and begged. admittance. 
De la Cour was introduced, and he delivered into 
dne hands . he * as 0 


* 


— — Vie, 
3 Bf Off 33 


Te the Marechal ee pace 6 c 


mitte. f le Hits a _ 

Wonder at your FE ene wen 21 ; 
J heard any thing of the reſult. Foyette has juſt 
no informed me of a compleat victory gained by 
Soltikoff over the king of Pruſſia. I believe it. 8 
may you. Why ſtays La Pompodour. Return wuw 
the reſult, wh my arms aa be employed to e | 
the ae): 22515 03 37 s RE ONT HOTLVTCT i 
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"This Me Siri Pet 3 chiefs i into con- 
re N e amazed * as it came 
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hat reſult they ſhould carry 


: the diſparity with which ey: receive it is incredible; 


4 | | 
| 4 16 I . 


| rm: quarter they lutte expedted:; Richie doubt. 


ed; its veracity, and wrote his ſentiments to Belleiſle 
on that head; who, after peruſal, ſeemed inflamed 
with virulence againſt the writer; and told him, It 


Vas the duty of a ſubject to believe the words of his 


King; ard den who die not, were enemies to his 
crown. | 10 8 rh = 2 115 Ny. * U — | 2 fs 27+ 2 
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Te BE n e bef ore - they were Ubenihous, 
to the King: Rt length 
it was agreed, That as the Ruſſians had gained a 
victory, it might, in his Majeſty's wiſdom, alter the 
ſyſtem of affairs; and therefore his ſentiments con- 
cerning that matter, were firſt, neceſſary to be ace | 


- quainted wih, ere they el ce 270. 


This, i in fact, you know was _ lms: as doing 


nothing; and thus broke up the conference,” without 


having properly or truly ſtated any one caſe, either 
as to intereſt or credit. Such is the RO I 
ad diftradtica of. the French r i 

No e arriyes abies news: K A Ale aha th 
miniſtry. are, as it were, drove to their wits. ends, and 


7 * 
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Mengen and ls Full 3 ard: e 1 


© —— The former is e BY Belleifle ; and 


the latter by the King. Pompadour hates 
d Etrees, but the good friends of Brapge adore him. 
— heleiſle hates Lally, Pompadour loves him. 
Belleiſle is working the downfal of Conflans 


| by endeavouring to ſupplant him with Bompart. — 
006 Conllans 3 is a ee, and a as s ſuch, the friend of 
Nahten | 


— . — — r — — —y—„——— ͤ Sr — — — — — <, 
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' Richlieu, who almoſt moves heaven and earth in hig'  * 
dur. De la Clue * is a friend of Belleiſle 2 


FF who! covers bis diſgrace ————KRichlicu and Bernis 


is indifferent; and the > ml 
King is of no import. e 1 


— 
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This, my dear friend, is the true ſtate of the French 
court When it will alter, God knows——Peace. 


can never come at a a. mote agreeable Jjuncture, than 


the preſent; nor by any body more heartily wiſhed forr, 
Mm: 4 hs 2 55 
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| _ ® Since dend of the wounds he received. i in, a the late Engages 
. | meat with Admiral Boſcawen, EE RN 
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AF FTER 1 to the reader as ; literal a 
tranſlation from the French of the pamphlet 
publiſhed at Bruſſels, on Thurſday the twentieth of 
September laſt, as the idioms of the two languages 
would admit, it may not be amiſs to inform him by 


What means we procured the original. 

| Since it 1 been ſaid in the ablic papers, It is 
very difficult to obtain one; it is ſo. The copy which 
came to England, was one of thoſe which were firſt 
delivered out: by the publiſher; the purchafer” ſent 0” 


; to his friend, a printer in Amſtetdam,” who at firſt en- 
j tertained ſome thoughts of reprinting it, and even 
1 made ſome progreſs towards it, when from a motive 
15 at preſent imprudent to declare, he declined; and 
5 ſhewing the copy to an acquaintance, was requeſted 
7 to part with it, to which after ſome heſitation, he. 
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| conſented; and the gentleman whoſe den it was 
= ent! it to England. 
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The editor of the traſlation takes this public oppore. N 
tunity of acknowledging his obligations to thoſe gen 


tlemen who favoured him with the copy, nor oled 


any thing do him more honour, or give him more ſa. 


e * » 7 


tisfaction, than their x permiſſion for him to name the 


channel through which he received it. 5 55 
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